
The Sustainable 
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Goals (SDGs)



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS



WHAT IS 2030 AGENDA?

• The 2030 Agenda is the result of years of negotiations at the UN 

between governments, called the ‘post-2015 process’

• It intends to replace – and build – on the Millennium Government 

Goals which lasted from 2000 to 2015

• The 2030 Agenda is a political commitment of the governments of 

all 193 Member States of the United Nations (UN)



Sustainable Development Goals

All countries should implement itOnly for developing countries

Millennium Development Goals



WHAT ARE THE SDGs?

• The SDGs are the goals set to 

achieve the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development

• The 2030 Agenda for sustainable 

Development is a plan of action aimed 

at ending poverty, reduce inequality 

and save the planet

• It is universal, meaning all countries 

should implement it

Sustainable Development Goals

All countries should implement it



WHAT IS THE IMPACT OF 

THE SDGs ON OUR WORK?

• The SDGs is a powerful tool and a clear roadmap to eradicate poverty, 

reduce inequality and save the planet

• It is a great framework to further implement and monitor the CRPD and give it 

a strong push!

• Governments, private sectors, civil society organizations, donors have started 

to align to the SDGs

• It is where funding have started to be allocated; it is how CSO will hold 

governments to account, in addition to human rights frameworks



WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE CRPD

AND THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

GOALS (SDGs)?

• The CRPD is a legal text, it is legally binding and had to be implemented and 

monitored in each member state who ratified it

• The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its SDGs are an universal 

commitment made by 193 world leaders of this planet to:

END POVERTY
REDUCE 

INEQUALITY
SAVE THE EARTH



WHEN AND WHY WAS THE 2030 

AGENDA CREATED?

• The 2030 Agenda was adopted in September 2015, after three years of strong 

and non-stopped advocacy, heated discussions, unavoidable tensions from 

civil society organizations and governments so everyone could see their 

priorities included

• It is the successor of the Millennium Development Goals, which were only 

for developing countries

• The motto of the 2030 Agenda is: “Leave no one behind!”

• The moment was extraordinary in the history of the United Nations, as you 

can watch in this video!

https://youtu.be/89tInECFdQ4


LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND

Persons with disabilities are 

mentioned 9 times in the 2030 

Agenda and 19 times in the SDGs

The principle of 2030 Agenda is:

Leave No One Behind

Which also means:

Nothing About Us Without Us



Persons with disabilities are 

referenced directly 11 times in the 

2030 Agenda:

Declaration 

– Human rights (paragraph 19)

– Vulnerable groups (paragraph 23)

– Education (paragraph 25)

Sustainable Development Goals

Goal 4: Education – 2 references

Goal 8: Employment 

Goal 10: Reduce inequality 

Goal 11: Inclusive cities – 2 references

Goal 17: Means of implementation, data 



The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

2015 to 2030

Universal

To end poverty, reduce inequality and save the planet through sustainable development

17 goals, 169 targets with approximately 230 indicators

• Persons with disabilities mentioned 9 times in the 2030 Agenda

• Persons with disabilities mentioned 19 times in the SDGs: Once in the introduction, seven 

times in targets and 11 times in the indicators



• The SDGs are not legally binding (contrary to the UN CRPD for instance)! 

• However, countries, are expected to take ownership and establish a national 

framework for achieving the 17 Goals

• Countries have the primary responsibility for follow-up and review of the SDGs 

with quality, accessible and timely data collection.

THE SDGs



Some governments tend to focus on some goals in 

particular (often the goals on the environment). 

It is difficult to support all goals, so deaf associations 

should focus on goals that are relevant for them.

SHOULD ONE GOAL OVER ANOTHER 

BE PRIORITISED?



• Similarly, to the CRPD, the SDGs have to be integrated in laws, policies and 

budgets for their implementation

• The CRPD focuses on disability, the SDGs mainstream the human rights of 

persons with disabilities

• Actors of the SDGs: Not “just the disability movement” but all stakeholders

• From a national perspective, there is considerable overlap between the 

provisions of the CRPD and the SDGs

• Only three goals that do not have some specific links to articles within the CRPD 

(12: Consumption, 14: Life below water and 15: Life on land)

WHAT IS THE LINK WITH THE CRPD?
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CRPD AND SDGs

CRPD

Applies to all

articles

CRPD

Article 28

CRPD

Articles 10, 11, 

23, 25, 26

CRPD

Article 24

CRPD

Applies to all

articles

CRPD

Article 28

CRPD

Articles 9, 20, 21

CRPD

Article 5

CRPD

Articles 9, 11, 19, 

29, 30

CRPD

Article 27

CRPD

Article 28

CRPD

Articles 21, 25

CRPD

Articles 4, 10, 13

15, 16, 18, 29

CRPD

Article 32

There are only three goals in the SDGs that do not have some specific links to articles within the CRPD



ALL SDGs

CRPD articles

3 - General principles

4 - General obligations

5 - Equality and non-discrimination

6 - Women with disabilities

7 - Children with disabilities

8 - Awareness raising

9 - Accessibility

11 - Situations of risk and humanitarian 
emergencies

12 - Equal recognition before the law

13 - Access to justice

20 - Personal mobility

21 - Freedom of expression and opinion, 
and access to information

31 - Statistics and data collection

32 - International cooperation

33 - National implementation and

monitoring



• The SDGs and the CRPD have to be used together

• The SDGs are a roadmap/platform to implement the CPRD and vice-versa 

• Through the implementation of the SDGs, more data will be available for the 

CRPD

• National Associations of the Deaf and allies should work on to provide this 

connection and synergy between the CRPD and SDGs to ensure deaf people are 

included

WHAT IS THE LINK WITH THE UN CRPD?



HOW CAN YOU HAVE AN IMPACT WITH 

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SDGs?



1. Participating in the design of your country’s Voluntary National Review 

2. Participating in the design of your country’s Parallel Report

3. Participating in the elaboration of the statement read after the presentation of 

your country’s report 

HOW CAN YOU HAVE AN IMPACT WITH

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SDGs?



National Association 

of the Deaf

Civil Society 

Coalition on Sustainable 

Development 

Goals

Umbrella 

Organisation

of Persons with Disabilities

Sending list of issues to the 

relevant government agency

1) PARTICIPATING IN THE DESIGN OF YOUR 
COUNTRY’S VOLUNTARY NATIONAL REVIEW



1) PARTICIPATING IN THE DESIGN OF YOUR 
COUNTRY’S VOLUNTARY NATIONAL REVIEW

National Association 

of the Deaf

Relevant government

agency

Umbrella Organisation

of Persons with 

Disabilities

Design of the National

Report

Civil Society Coalition 

on Sustainable 

Development 

Goals



2) PARTICIPATING IN THE DESIGN OF YOUR

COUNTRY’S PARALLEL REPORT

National Association 

of the Deaf

Civil Society Coalition on 

Sustainable Development 

Goals

Umbrella Organisation

of Persons with Disabilities

Designing the

Parallel Report



3) PARTICIPATING IN THE ELABORATION 

OF THE STATEMENT READ AFTER THE 

PRESENTATION OF YOUR COUNTRY’S 

REPORT



Country present their VNR at 

the United Nation

(around 20 minutes 

presentation)

Civil society read a statement 

on the report

( 2 minutes max )

3) PARTICIPATING IN THE ELABORATION

OF THE CIVIL SOCIETY STATEMENT



National Association 

of the Deaf

Major Group of 

Stakeholder

Stakeholder 

Group of Persons 

with disabilities

Statement

3) PARTICIPATING IN THE ELABORATION

OF THE CIVIL SOCIETY STATEMENT



HOW CAN YOU ENGAGE IN SDGs?

Global

Advocacy

Regional

Advocacy

National

Advocacy

Share knowledge

Participate in peer review

Form and develop regional collaboration

and projects

Prepare parallel and shadow reports

Provide expert knowledge and engagement

Participate in government - led consultations

Parner with civil society, academia, stakeholders, and UN agencies

Participate in the global

coordination mechanism

established for Persons with

Disabilities 

Contribute to annual,

thematic, and national reviews
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